[Health care costs of cancer patients. Resource utilization by cancer patients].
The aim of the study was to estimate the health care costs of cancer patients for each separate year from the time of diagnosis. The data consist of a 20 per cent sample of the Danish population followed up from 1993 to 1997. Civil registration numbers were used to combine various computerised registers to describe the morbidity, mortality, and health care costs of each individual person in the sample. The calculation of the health care costs for the course of events for cancer patients was carried out as a cross-sectional study. The first year since diagnosis of cancer was by far the most expensive. A cancer patient incurred, on average, costs of DKK 90,000 for the health care sector. In the second year the costs decreased to about one third, and after that they stabilised to between DKK 10,000 and 20,000. Our study differs in the fact that health care costs are calculated for cancer patients as opposed to cancer treatment.